
    Montezuma Race Track 

On September 21 of 2021 at the Montezuma county Board of Commissioners, the 

room was well packed with an audience concerned with the future of the auto 

race track at the fairgrounds.  The concern originated from the current race 

promoter declaring he would be leaving due to displeasure with the new 

proposed contract terms from the County .  The local fans want the promoter to 

stay.  About 25 individuals  spoke in support of doing whatever is necessary to 

keep the current promoter, as being the key to the future of the race track 

providing economic benefit to the County, support for local children, and local 

racing recreation.  The BOCC is supportive  of ensuring the race track continues to 

provide the benefits to the community so well expressed, while also protecting 

the County liability and taxpayers with a “for profit” business operating the 

facility.  The new proposed contract would potentially address those concerns.  

The end result was that the BOCC has advertised for any interested party to be 

considered to contract to be the operator/promoter for the track under the 

contract.  This would include the current promoter as well.   This was and is a very 

emotional issue for many here, and as a result has raised several questions as to 

the past history and what the future should become.  Should it be a County 

operation or a “for profit” business?  At a previous meeting, the County proposed 

to sell the property to a Racing association or private operator.  It was suggested 

that a “Racing Assn” could be formed as a 501(C-3) non-profit, that would work 

with the County.  Another proposal was to have a ballot initiative for the public to 

vote to have taxes support the facility.  That would have to wait until the 2022 

ballot at earliest.    For now, there is the advertisement out for an 

operator/contractor for the year 2022 for the race track. 

The current issue has exposed the lack of written history, agreements and 

information on operations regarding the Race Track.  As an observer at the last 

two meeting on the subject, what I heard was that the race track was started by a 

private individual around 1986, allowed to use the County land, due to an old 

private run operation elsewhere having closed down, and all with good intentions 

to be helpful and be supportive of differing community interests.  The 

development and operation history from then on appeared to be sketchy and 



“recorded” mostly in the memory of different individuals which was not 

consistent between memories.  The apparent lack of formal  documented 

operating policies responsibilities, etc. over the years, it seems it was all pretty 

much an off and on “happening” with agreements with the fairgrounds managers 

and racers.  Three years ago the current operator/promoter offered to re-open 

and operate the racetrack.  An agreement was worked out with the BOCC and has 

proven to be initially successful for the racing community.  During the operating 

agreement time, it became apparent there were deficiencies in the facilities that 

could and needed to be improved for safety and use to build and handle more 

demand, making it a “destination point” for a much larger racing community 

beyond the Four Corners.   A new contract was developed to provide for that 

objective.  That began the dispute with the issue being who bears the cost for 

development and liability?  That brings in the very cloudy past of ownership, legal 

operating status, liability, melded in with today’s daily changing economic 

conditions, legal and political controls at the State and National level.  Virtually 

anything can happen overnight to end or change the best laid plans. 

It will be well if the race track can remain open and operating satisfactorily for the 

benefit of all, while remaining within Constitutional, legal and financial constraints 

the BOCC must operate under.  That requires all parties to work together, 

understanding that the BOCC must represent and protect the concerns of 27,000+ 

population of the County.  After 35 years of kicking the can down the road, now is 

the time to establish an official direction for action on the existence and 

operation of the Race Track for all to understand and know what the operating 

rules and regulations are.  

The observations and opinions expressed above are those of Dexter Gill, as 

attendee and observer at the meetings.   


