
 Montezuma County BOCC meeting notes June 15 &22 of year 21 

Here are some very limited notes on a few areas of interest/concern from the last 

two BOCC meetings. Remember, we encourage you to log onto the County 

website to watch/listen to the recorded meetings for the full agendas and 

comments and decisions.  Just go to montezumacounty.org and click on the little 

red box on the upper left side of the home page, then select the date of the 

meeting you want.  

LAND USE PERMIT HEARING for a SOLAR FARM was held on the 15th.  Four private 

property owners seek to install a Solar panel farm north of Road L and west of 

Hwy 491. P&Z recommended approval as the proposal was in compliance with the 

County Land Use Plan. Commissioner Lindsay “Recused” himself from the hearing, 

based on him being on the Empire Electric Board, which was one of the parties in 

the proposal.   Public comments expressed opposition to the proposed land use 

for personal views of likes, dislikes and concerns.  That brought up the issue of 

“private property rights” possibly being infringed?   The hour long discussion 

resulted in the hearing being “continued” until June 29th.  The discussion clearly 

showed confusion and a lack of common understanding regarding Property 

“Rights” vs “Wants” and how that all meshes with the County Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan, Constitution and County Governments role in maintaining Order 

and Security, while protecting ALL parties “property rights”(not their wants and 

preferences) . It looks like a Clarification is needed on what are “property rights” in 

relation to real property and how they are controlled under the “rule of law” via 

the Comprehensive Land Use Plan/law.  The Concept of “Liberty” is a big part of 

this, where “Your Rights cannot infringe on your neighbors Rights”, to do the same 

or similar thing. 

FIRE BAN was reinstated throughout the County due to extreme drought and high 

fire danger, effective  Wednesday  16th.  In conjunction with that we are reminded 

to not waste our water. 

DA’s OFICE reported that they have now completed 6 Jury trials since the Court 

finally opened up for on site Trials.  Also discussed the need for a treatment 



center to deal with Opioid issues.  Earlier a member of the public talked on the 

importance of having a local detox and rehab center  for Meth and Fentanyl Blue. 

MOCO (the County van transportation) is now rolling again.  Had 620 riders in the 

month of May.  They are having trouble finding drivers for the vans.  People just 

don’t want to work it seems. ( remember,the governor just extended funds for not 

working) 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT reported on a new “SAFE” program that deals with Suicide 

Prevention and Child Abuse.  Montezuma is ONE of Counties in the State to start 

this pilot program on the National Level.   Commissioner Lindsay expressed the 

real need for Suicide Prevention Help, and “don’t be afraid to reach out for help”!  

We think about veterans, but many don’t realize that agricultural communities 

are very vulnerable, especially the aging farmers/ranchers.    This can be a real 

benefit for our people in SW Colorado.  They will be needing input and workers.  

We will be sending out more info on this following this news notes. 

ROAD Dept. announced there are Three (3) road paving projects coming SHORTLY, 

for you to be aware of to plan your travel time.  They are: (1)  Road 29 from Rd 

“M” to Hwy 184 schedule for June 28 through July 2.    (2) Road “N”, from Rd 29 

to Hwy 145, to take place July 6 through 7.  (3) Road “G”  from Rd “J” down to 

Battle Rock School, to take place July 8 through 16
th
.  Plan travel accordingly    

Further info from Roads, is that due to lack of water, there will NOT be  much road 

grading happening, so slow down to help prevent wash boards from forming and 

for safety.  Speed limits are for those reasons mostly. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS  reported in that they are up and out, and the 

staff and clients are excited.  Of special note is that many of the clients would 

really like to have jobs, so businesses that can provide opportunity for these willing 

workers,  please contact Community Connections.  

STATE SUPREME COURT ended the  current push for the Public Initiative #16 

“PAUSE” Act.  The reason given was that the “Title” and description was 

confusing and deceptive .  People would not understand what they were really 

voting for.  The promoters COULD reword and start the process all over again. 


