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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  office brought up the need to plan for the drought 

we are in.  Starting off the discussion was DWCD director Ken Curtis describing 

the condition of McPhee reservoir and how water will be limited and to whom 

due to the VERY SHORT supply. (Note the limitations are not DWCD’s fault, it is 

simply lack of water due to drought and past lack of watershed management).  

CSU Climate and weather dept. was on ZOOM and gave a very good presentation 

the current drought condition, which is NOT good, and pointed out that todays 

“shortage” is the result of changes over the past few years, AND the very real 

possibility that it will continue another year or two.  It was important to note that 

While we are concerned with water in the Dolores and Mancos drainages, the 

same drought conditions are affecting the low flows throughout the West Slope. 

Note, you can listen and watch this full discussion and report on  the County 

website, (montezumacounty.org)  click the red box on the upper left, then select 

the video recording  for 6/1/21    This is not all that long and well worth it for a 

better understanding of what is happening.  Following the discussion, the BOCC  

formally made an EMERGENCY DECLARATION FOR DISASTER in and for 

Montezuma County!  This will enable access to USDA funding for drought  

assistance..   The question was raised regarding how to not waste what water we 

have?  City of Cortez and Town of Mancos has already requested voluntary 

restrictions on watering lawns etc..  What can be done in the County?  That would 

be strictly voluntary as well and farmers irrigating fields to make best use of what 

little water they receive and not waste it  going into road ditches and sprinklers 

watering the roads.  Then we all PRAY FOR RAIN this summer!  The drought and 

its impact will NOT be over for some time.  Question, after several hundred years 

living in Montezuma Valley, why did the Anasazi just up and leave?  What did they 

do to cause a drought/climate change? NOTHING!  Well neither did we, but we 

can take action steps to better deal with and exist THROUGH the drought.    

LANDFILL  reported that the “compost” they had made up, has been tested by the 

State, to be good to go, and is now  going, and going (I bought 2 yards myself,and 

it is good stuff) .  Several people had pre-ordered , so will there be any left?  You 

can call and check, but it will be all gone soon, so check soon.  It is $30 a yard and 



it saves burying  or burning.  This is wise management of our generated 

“resources”, being done by our County. 

WEED Dept. reported that the drought has not deterred the noxious weeds from 

over competing with desirable crops for the water.  Time is of the essence to get 

control.   For some of the noxious weeds the “window of effectiveness” for 

response to herbicides is very narrow, which is NOW, not later.   Question came 

up regarding using State Statutes to demand land owners to control noxious 

weeds.  Is that not a violation of “Personal Property Rights” to be free to do as I 

please on my own property?    Specified Noxious and Invasive weeds are known 

to cause environmental and economic damage on property that becomes 

infected/infested.  The noxious weeds spread seeds via wind and water (irrigation 

ditches, etc.) from a single property to infect numerous properties down wind and 

water courses, causing damage.  The issue then is you do not have the Right to 

knowingly cause/allow your neighbors’ property to become infected and 

damaged with noxious weeds from your property.   The role of government is “to 

MAINTAIN ORDER” among the population.  Simply need to work together for the 

protection and benefit of all. 

ROADS Will be doing gravelling on portions of Road 10, and  doing patches and 

repairs.  There is some concerns with some of the logging operations in  the 

woods along parts of County roads.  It seems the woods operators are damaging 

the road surfaces with dozers.  Discussions with operators has not corrected the 

situation.  Something more needs to be done.  

PAUSE ACT  was discussed.  This is the ballot initiative “Protect Animals against 

Unnecessary Suffering and Exploitation”.  Sounds like a reasonable and good thing 

to do right?  Wrong!   This is a ballot issue being proposed by an “animal rights” 

activist group” , NOT by our elected legislators. This exactly like the “Wolf” issue 

that was passed, where one small group of ignorant activists seek to impose their 

distorted ideas on everyone else.  If  it makes the ballot, and passed (the Wolf 

issue passed), it would violate several sections of the Constitutions in addition to 

destroying the livestock industry and economy.  This is just another attempt to 

add to the destructive Wolf introduction effort to end livestock industry of all 



kinds in Colorado.  Bottom line is DO NOT SIGN THE PETITION  to have the 

initiative placed on the ballot.   At this meeting,  the Montezuma BOCC passed a 

Resolution  OPPOSING THE Pause  Act Initiative.   The BOCC implores the people 

to READ ANY petition you are asked to sign and do NOT rely on the Title of the 

proposal, as the Titles and VERY MISLEADING AND DECEPTIVE!  Many of the Bills 

in our own legislature are in direct violation of parts of the Constitution, but are 

passed without challenge. P.S. The “Farm Sanctuary” is an activist group of 

VEGANs that claim to be protecting the farms and ranches, but they seek to end 

production and consumption of meats.  Is there a connection?  Probably!   

30X30  was discussed today, and we need to remember that the name has been 

changed to “AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL”,since 30x30 exposed it’s connection to 

Agenda 21 and 2030 and the Paris Accord.  We know that CO Representative 

Boebert has entered a Bill in the House to stop this order by Biden administratin.  

There is now a companion Bill in the Senate.   The Counties and States are going 

to need to step up and join the fight as this has far reaching destructive affects to 

the U .S. and State Constitutions and the very foundation of the Country. 

CITY OF CORTEZ  It was reported that the new City Manager is on board and 

becoming fully involved.  An item  of interest was that the City Council approved a 

business relocation/ move by Durango Organics across the main street, and that it 

would also include a “grow facility”.  Might be interesting to see how that works 

out. 

WOW , that is enough for today!    


